
From the Principal’s Desk 

Calendar of Events 

  

  3  Interim Reports 
  Distributed 
  Grades 4-5 

  4  Spirit Day 

4-5  School Play   
  7:00 PM 

  7  Kindergarten 
  Conference Day 
  Schools Closed 
  for Kindergarten 
  Students  Only 

7-11  Teacher       
  Appreciation 
  Week 

 22  PTA Meeting      
  6:15 PM 

 22  Spring Concert 
  6:30 PM 

 28  Schools Closed 
  Memorial Day 

 29  School         
  Improvement 
  Team 3:45 PM 

 31  Sports Day for 
  K-2 

  1  Sports Day for 
  Grades 3-5 

  1  Spirit Day 

  1  Knoa Ice  
  3:30  PM 

  5  Volunteer  
  Breakfast  
  8:45 AM 

 14  3-Hour Early 
  Dismissal 

 15  Grade 5 Farewell 
  9:15 AM 

 15  Last Day of 
  School 

  3-Hour Early 
  Dismissal  

 

 

 

           May 2018 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
Rodgers Forge Elementary School empowers students to be lifelong learners and 

globally competitive citizens. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families,   

CONGRATULATIONS Rodgers Forge!  We are an official Maryland 

Certified Green School! Our great and green efforts have been 

recognized by the Maryland Association for Environmental & Outdoor 

Education. The Maryland Green School award represents a whole school 

commitment to environmental literacy for staff, students, and the 

community.  Our efforts are making a difference! There are now 618 

Green Schools certified in Maryland. Our school will be recognized at 

the annual Maryland Green Schools Youth Summit at Sandy Plains Park on May 31st.  I would like to thank Mr. Lenox and 

Ms. Rickels for leading this charge over the past two years and most recently our 4th and 5th grade students that 

make up our Green School Council.   

Congratulations to our Teacher of the Year Nominee, Katie Schmidt. She has done an 

amazing job supporting teachers this year in her new role as STAT teacher. Along with Ms. 

Schmidt, we are so fortunate at Rodgers Forge to have such outstanding educators.  During 

Teacher Appreciation Week, May 7-11, we will be thanking our amazing teachers for 

everything they do to support our students…academically, socially, and emotionally.  We are so 

lucky to have such a committed group of educators working with our students and school 

community!  They are the best!!!  

The PTA has many thoughtful and exciting things planned throughout Teacher Appreciation 

Week for our faculty/staff. Showing any level of gratitude to your child’s teacher throughout 

that week will be greatly appreciated. This can be anything from a simple email, card or letter 

from either you as a parent or something written by your child. It means a lot to our teachers. 

 

I would like to thank the PTA for volunteering during the Book Fair! They did an amazing job helping students browse and 

buy throughout the week.  Just a reminder that Movie Night has been rescheduled for May 11th. The featured film, 

TROLLS, will start when it gets dark around 8:00 pm. This event is completely free and a wonderful way for our PTA to say 

thank you to the families that have generously donated to our school this year!  On Tuesday, June 5th, the staff and 

students would like to extend their appreciation to the many volunteers at RFES that make our school so great.  Please join 

us in the library for a Volunteer Breakfast beginning at 8:45 am.  

Although it seems like the school year is winding down, spring is a very busy time as we begin the planning process for the 

next school year. Grade level teams will meet this month to make recommendations for tentative 2018-2019 homeroom 

class lists.  Please know that our grade level teams will meet with support personnel and administrators to make these 

decisions as a team.  Teachers have an extensive knowledge of their students and are thorough and thoughtful as they make 

grouping decisions that will provide the best possible learning situation for all students. Teachers are not assigned to 

homerooms until the end of the summer. Parents are reminded that it is not our school’s policy to take teacher 

requests.  

Mark your calendars…..June 15th is the last day of school Schools will close 3 hours early on both June 14th & 15th. The 

Fifth Grade Farewell will be held on June 15th beginning at 9:15.  We congratulate our fifth graders on successfully 

completing their elementary experience and wish them the very best as they move on to middle school.   

To find out more exciting things happening at Rodgers Forge like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter @RodgersForgeES  

or @missyfanshaw  

Enjoy warmer months ahead…… 

Missy Fanshaw, Principal 
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PARCC TESTING 

Our students in grades 3-5 will be taking the PARCC Assessments April 30-May 2 

and May 7-10.  These assessments will be given on-line at RFES using student 

devices. Grades 4 and 5 will start testing each day at 9:15 a.m. and Grade 3 will 

start testing at 12:45 p.m.  Students will take one section each day.  These 

sections range in length from 60-90 minutes.   If your child arrives after testing 

has begun, he/she will not be able to join in on the test session for that day.  Your 

cooperation with getting your child to school on time is most appreciated.  A 

healthy breakfast and a good night’s sleep are also a great way to start the day.   

 

 

Schoology 

The NEW Learning Management System  

 

I know how important it is for you to communicate with your child’s teacher(s) and access 
your child’s courses, grades, and assignments. Students and parents indicated the need for 
a program with a simple design, a mobile app, and seamless messaging. To that end,         
Baltimore County Public Schools will begin using Schoology as our Learning Management 
System on August 13, 2018. 

Using Schoology, students will be able to submit assignments, review grades, join            
discussions, receive announcements and feedback, take tests, communicate with teachers, 
and more. As a parent, you will be able to easily view information on all of your children in 
BCPS schools.  

If you already have a myBCPS parent account, you will be able to access Schoology through 
BCPS One and the Schoology mobile app starting August 13. If you do not have a myBCPS 
parent account, you can sign up at https://mybcps.bcps.org. Just click Learn About   
Schoology on BCPS One to read frequently asked questions, submit questions, and more. 

 

https://mybcps.bcps.org/
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State Testing  
 
This year’s testing window for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders begins on April 30th.  You can 
assist your child in preparing for testing by doing the following: 
 

 Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep before a test, and make sure your child eats 

properly the day of a test. 

 Maintain a pleasant home environment and avoid unnecessary conflicts. Try to make the 

morning of the test a pleasant one. Do not add to your child’s stress. 

 Make sure your child has taken any needed medication. 

 Ensure that your child is present during testing (children generally perform better when 

taking tests in their groups rather than at a make-up time). 

 Get your child to school on time the day of the test. 

 Wish your child good luck each morning of the test. Tell your child that he/she is special 

and that you believe in him/her! 

 Remind your child the test is important. Encourage him/her to do his/her best. 

 If your child is too ill to attend, please call the school office. 

 Remind your child to listen carefully to the instructions from the teacher and to read the 

directions and each question carefully. 

 Explain to your child the importance of using time wisely. If your child gets stuck on a 

question, encourage him or her to make the best guess and move on. 

 Tell your child to attempt to answer all of the questions and not to leave any blank. 

 Encourage your child to stay focused on the test, even if other students finish early. 

 If your child is disappointed after taking a test, reassure him or her that there will be 

plenty of opportunities to improve and succeed. 

Source: http://www2.sheboygan.k12.wi.us/cooper/documents/testtips_elementary.pdf 

 



PAGE 4 
 RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES 

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  



PAGE 5  RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 Maintain a pleasant home environment and avoid unnecessary conflicts. Try to make the 

morning of the test a pleasant one. Do not add to your child’s stress. 

 Make sure your child has taken any needed medication. 

 Ensure that your child is present during testing (children generally perform better when 

taking tests in their groups rather than at a make-up time). 

 Get your child to school on time the day of the test. 

 Wish your child good luck each morning of the test. Tell your child that he/she is special 

and that you believe in him/her! 

 Remind your child the test is important. Encourage him/her to do his/her best. 

 If your child is too ill to attend, please call the school office. 

 Remind your child to listen carefully to the instructions from the teacher and to read the 

directions and each question carefully. 

 Explain to your child the importance of using time wisely. If your child gets stuck on a 

question, encourage him or her to make the best guess and move on. 

 Tell your child to attempt to answer all of the questions and not to leave any blank. 

 Encourage your child to stay focused on the test, even if other students finish early. 

 If your child is disappointed after taking a test, reassure him or her that there will be 

plenty of opportunities to improve and succeed. 

Source: http://www2.sheboygan.k12.wi.us/cooper/documents/testtips_elementary.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ps162thejohngoldenschool.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/6/7/24671223/47504_orig.jpg 
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TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

 

During the week of May 7-11, we will be thanking our amazing teachers for everything they 

do to support our students…academically, socially, and emotionally.  Our Rodgers Forge 

staff is outstanding, and we are so fortunate to have such a competent, professional, and 

committed group of individuals working with our boys, girls, and school community!  They 

are one-in-a-million!!!  

 

The PTA has many thoughtful and exciting things planned throughout the week to show our 

faculty/staff their appreciation.  Showing any level of gratitude to your child’s teacher 

throughout that week will be greatly appreciated. This can be anything from a simple email, 

card or letter from either you as a parent or something written by your child. It means a 

lot to our teachers 

 

A SPECIAL “THANK YOU” TO RODGERS FORGE TEACHERS!!!!   
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The fifth grade band, orchestra and chorus will share  

THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

 

At their concert on May 22 at 6:30 in the RFES Café 

April was a busy music-filled month!  

In Music Class we have been… 

K-Playing instruments as a rhythm band and composing 

our own band pieces 

1st-Singing, dancing, and composing our own songs 

2nd-Learning songs and dances from a variety of cultures 

3rd-Earning belts as we prepared for our Recorder     

Karate Concerts 

4th-Exploring the development of musical theater in America and performing our 

Vaudeville Show for Kindergarten classes. 

5th-Practicing and preparing for our May 22nd concert 
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Fourth Grade Performs For Kindergarten  

 

Three Great Days—Three Great Shows!! 



PAGE 9  RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 

 

RECORDER KARATE CONCERTS 

The third graders did a great job on their recorder performances for school and parents.  

We will be performing at Ridge Ruxton on May 4. 

Instrumental Music 

Fourth Grade 

The fourth graders are exploring the String Family during their last unit of the year.  They are getting a 

chance to play the violin as they learn about the other members of the violin family. Students are 

designing a game that will review the instrument families that they have experienced this year in 

Exploratory Music. 

Fifth Grade 

The fifth graders are practicing as ensembles in preparation for our spring concert on Tuesday, May 22. 

Playing as an ensemble has its challenges. Listening to all of the other parts played by other instruments 

and trying to figure out how your part fits into the big picture in order to produce a cohesive and 

blended performance.  

Please join us on May 22 when we will introduce this year’s orchestra and band.  

Mrs. Few 
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Library Update 
Library Highlights for May 

**Special Note: The final day of book circulation will be on June 1st 

 

All library materials should be returned the week of  

June 4th – June 8th during the normally scheduled library visits. 

Thank you!  

 
“Established in 1919, Children's Book Week is the longest-running national 

literacy initiative in the country. Every year, commemorative events are held 

nationwide at schools, libraries, bookstores, homes -- wherever young 

readers and books connect!” This year it is celebrated May 1st -7th To learn 

more, visit: http://www.bookweekonline.com/  

 
“Welcome to Guys Read, a web-based literacy program for boys founded by 

author and First National Ambassador of Young People’s Literature Jon 

Scieszka. Our mission is to help boys become self-motivated, lifelong 

readers!” To learn more, visit: http://www.guysread.com/  
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Visit http://www.whatdowedoallday.com/2013/01/how-to-choose-early-

chapter-books-for-kids.html 

 to read some quick tips about select early chapter books for young readers, 

ages 5 to 9. 

 
 
Book Fair Update  

The Scholastic Book Fair was another huge success this year! And 

what a Movie Night we had! Because of your involvement with a great 

night of reading and fun at the Forge, we had many excited visitors 

arriving to buy great books like “Purrmaids”, “Pig The Winner”, and 

“Ranger In Time” ! Thank you to Mrs. Barger, Mrs. Campbell, and all of 

the wonderful volunteers who have offered their time to assist with 

organizing, setting up, selling, and breaking down the fair. Another big 

thank you to everyone who purchased items from the fair, helping our 

library raise money for new books and materials. In my third year here 

at Rodgers Forge, this was a great example of an entire community 

celebrating the love of reading!     

     
Twitter  

Trying to see what is happening in the RFES library? Well, let’s keep it short and 

“tweet”- follow the library @RFESLibrary! You can hear and see some of the wonderful 

things happening in the library, learn about new resources, and hear new reading 

suggestions.  
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SPORTS DAY VOLUNTEERs needed 

Sports Days 9am-1pm 

Grades K-2- May 31st   

Grades 3-5-June 1st    

If you are interested in volunteering, please email 

Mrs. Celenza at bcelenza@bcps.org 

 There are so many reasons I love being here at Rodgers Forge Elementary School every day. 

Chief among them are the children who attend our school, and the parents who so lovingly send them 

off to us every day.  Along with great families, we have the best faculty and administration.  And all of 

these components fit together so beautifully to make our school a family. 

 This family has worked together rigorously and lovingly to create a theatrical production for our 

community.  CAMP CHAOS has been a joint effort by various members of our school family: the 

children, their parents, several teachers, the Principal and Assistant Principal, and several alumnae of 

Rodgers Forge (from Dumbarton Middle School and Carver High School.)  Without this fairly well-oiled 

machine, the play couldn’t have become a reality, and I thank everyone involved from the bottom of my 

heart. 

 CAMP CHAOS will be presented to the community on Friday, May 4th, and Saturday, May 5th; 

both showings are at 7 PM.  Tickets are available for purchase at a table set up outside the entrance to 

RFES before and after school the week of April 30th through May 4th (until sold out).  Proceeds go to 

the RFES PTA in order to fund next year’s production.  Please join us one of those evenings and support 

our efforts—we’ll do our best to entertain you! 

 As always, thank you for notifying me of your children’s absences.  As always, it remains my 

privilege to be your children’s nurse. 

Gail Shapira  

lshapira@bcps.org 

410-2962437 
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                News 

 

 

The first exciting announcements 

from the ART ROOM! 
Congratulations to the students who will have their artwork on display at 

the Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA)! 

The following students have their artwork on display at  

the BMA!  

From left to right:  

Arthur Lipscomb, Claire Cozzens, Margot Hogg, Deker Kordon, Polly Beavan, Charlotte 

Glitz, Lilly Reese, Izzy Stump-Coale, & Greer McIntosh 
 

Congratulations to the following students who had their Art on 

display at the Board of Education for the month of April! 
Grade 5 students are learning clay slab construction techniques to form “Creative Castles.” 

 

 Grade 4 students, inspired by Native American artist,  Maria Martinez, are creating their very own 

ceramic vessel using coil-building techniques.   
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Grade 3 is using creativity and clay to sculpt Creative 

Charactger Personality Pinch Pots 

       

Grade 2 is combining science and art to create their turtle, 

terrapin, tortoise sculptures.  

Students are currently 

painting their sculptures.  
 

Grade 1  students have 

learned several new art 

techniques to create their 

first Pinch Pots. 

 

Kindergarten students are continuing to work on their their Patterned Room Interiors inspired by Henri 

Matisse! 

 

 

Mrs. Kotapish  kkotapish@bcps.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


